Institutional Work
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Hymn 202

Thank You Meridian, ID

Our “mobile reading room” is growing in use with inmates checking out such books as Spiritual
Healing in a Scientific Age, Living Christian Science, Wartime Ministries, We Knew Mary Baker
Eddy, Christian Science: A Sourcebook of Contemporary Materials, and others. We owe so much
to the members of the disbanded Meridian, Idaho Church/Society for donating their entire Reading
Room (ex-bound volumes) to the Institutional work.

“Consider 1ts obligations,
1ts responsibility,
1t relations to your growth

and to your influence on other lives.”
S&H 68:12

Institutional work richly rewards those engaged in it. Within the institutions we visit, our
volunteers find many who are struggling to learn more about God and themselves, searching
deeply for answers to life’s questions for solutions to the challenges they face, both inside the
institution and outside. Our volunteers bring the healing truths of Christian Science to those
who seek it, through church services, Sunday School, practitioner visits, and lectures; and the

results are often remarkable and heartwarming. In performing this loving work our volunteers
visit not only correctional facilities, but also juvenile facilities, jails and VA hospitals across

Oregon. If you are interested in bringing the healing ministry of Christian Science to these

institutions, please contact the Executive Secretary of this committee.
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Revising Human History

An inmate who has been mentioned in earlier IS Reports was recently assigned to a job which represented a great step
up. He acknowledged it was directly the result of clear, elevated thinking on his part regarding the presence of God
which in turn was the result of his growth in Christian Science. While this individual has many years of incarceration
remaining and conventional wisdom would suggest he will never see the outside again, his progress over the last
couple of years has been so steady and positive that we are looking at the real possibility of receiving one of the
several “impossible paroles” which serious students of Christian Science have experienced. As has been mentioned
before, the volunteers push gently the concept of ‘revising human history and expunging the material record”

which Mrs. Eddy speaks of.

Free Of The Claim
. . . One inmate was having much difficulty with the claim
A deep smncer léy IS Sure Of‘ Success, of an aggressive flu-like symptom which was prevalent
throughout the facility. After a discussion of the
for God takes care of it.” subject in the class the inmate was able to gain his

freedom from it. A key point was to see that not only
was he free of the claim but so was every other inmate
and staff member who was challenged by it.

My 203:19

The Solutions Are Present First

[ usually try to relate healings the inmates are experiencing through their use of Science. We push hard to get
them to come up with “problems” they have met, but as one inmate put it...the problems aren’t there because
the solutions are present first. The words “everything is going great”, and “no problems” seem to be the current
sense of things.

See The Good In Elections

Several inmates have expressed interest in the Christian Science view of the upcoming election and campaign
rhetoric. Who are we voting for...who is the best candidate, etc. It is so wonderful to put the Christian Science
spin on the subject which demands turning first to the kingdom of God for insight and gaining of the appropriate
sense that only good is going on and each individual running for office reflects the divine qualities of Man and the
universe. We tell them to see the good in each candidate and listen deeply for the insight as to which

should be the chosen one. “Not my will but Thy will be done.”

Divine Authority

There has been much progress at all institutions. What is most surprising is the grasp that the inmates have of Christian
Science. Their answers to questions are right on the metaphysical mark. It is also delightful to see how pleased they
are with themselves that they are exercising their divine authority over events and circumstances that impact their lives
and the lives of other inmates. It is obvious from comments within the groups that this solid grounding in Science
emboldens each inmate to take the lead in introducing and discussing Christian Science with non-Scientists, not with
the usual zeal of a “newbie” but with a calm command of the subject and a sense that it is right for everyone. A new
attendee is the cell mate of one of our regulars (of over 3 years). He had a good sense of what Christian Science was
all about when he joined the group, thanks to the efforts of his cell mate, and the high quality of the instruction in
Science given by the seasoned inmate Scientist was impressive.



