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Hymn 202

The Question: Turning to Christian Science - What Has It Meant To You?

It has meant a lot.  So far it has opened up my understanding to how sickness
is only a lie.  I have a lot of anger and I’ve been learning that anger isn’t of
God.  God is Love and Truth and anger is the lie.  I will be released in 38 days
and will be using the tools I’ve learned.  I am also learning to help others.

Christian Science is no longer the religious class I go to, but the only way I know
to live my life.  I now experience tranquility, am no loner afraid and some serious
health problems have disappeared.  I appreciate the dedication of the volunteers
and the quarterlies given to us.

“What the chaplaincy brings is a new beginning, a ray of light and hope
where there was none before.  These people are not the same men, women
and youths they were months ago.  It’s inspiring to see their progress.”

From a volunteer



Unconditional Love
In visiting the detention side of our facility, they generally give me children who have just arrived and are 

                so distressed that they are a detriment to themselves and others.  We calm their fears and talk about their 
relationship with God and if they feel they don’t have a relationship we show them how to have one.  They learn 
that they are loved unconditionally and if they wonder what the kingdom of  God is I give them a paper with about 
50 words on it showing them the attributes that God expresses in them and talk to them about how they can claim 
these attributes and never be a guest of the detention center again.  I enforce the fact that they have to actively 
accept them and be them.

Listening For Direction
Our  theme tonight was God’s unconditional Love and to be sure to listen for God’s direction, then 

                   to obey it.  One girl mentioned an occasion when she was invited to a party but had a strong feeling
 not to go.  She obeyed her feeling and found out later there had been lots of trouble at the party.  One big question 
they all had was why God allows bad things to happen.  I asked them all to share there own individual experiences 
of listening to God and at the end they could see the results were determined on who they listened to.  The realized 
God is always talking to us and how important it is to listen and obey.

Excitement over the Glossary
                When we walked in to meet with our girls, they went right to the Glossary in Science and Health to the 
                definition for God, and talked about Good being God, just adding another O, and so on.  At one point 
when someone talked about the Devil, one of the girls went right to the Glossary and read aloud Mrs. Eddy’s 
definition for Devil.  The girls enjoy looking up the meanings in the Glossary

Watching Our Thoughts
                  Tonight several girls were interested in meeting with me and asked if we could meet outside and after
                  finding a spot several other girls joined us.  It was a lively group and I’m not sure I can summarize all 
the questions and comments that were addressed.  The question came up about what is God, and we turned 
to the Glossary definition in Science and Health.  This gave me the opportunity to tell about Mrs. Eddy and her 
discovery and how Science & Health is our key to the Scriptures.  At one point one girl said she believes in God, 
but rejects the Bible and organized religion because she finds the Bible contradictory and religious folk judgmental 
and hypocritical.  In the end she had a question/comment about how mad she was at God when she was put in a 
solitary room as punishment the other day.   I asked if she had a thought telling her not to behave the way she did 
before she did it.  She said yes, but it was a very small thought.  That became part of a short discussion about how
God is always talking to us and to be sure we listen to those thoughts.  We talked about how to test each thought to 
see if it came from God, or is the thought a mistake/error, just as thought 2 plus 2 = 7 is a mistake, not a thought from 
God.  There was an opportunity to mention how important it is to Christian Scientists to watch our thought and 
everyone’s ability to do so.  

         Doing Work For Himself
              An inmate said he had conquered several ailments by looking at himself in the mirror and  ordering them 
out as he was encouraged  to do this.  The men seem slow to realize their divine rights and what they are capable 
of!  So I was really pleased that he was doing work for himself.  And continued to  reinforce with God’s law, that 
darkness has to yield to light.


